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SeleCTMEN'S REPORT. 
The undersigned, Selectmen of the Town of Albion, submit the fol-
lowing report:— 
RECEIPTS. 
Appropriated for State tax, $2,263 98 
" County tax, 531 00 
schools, 1,300 00 
to defray town charges, 700 00 $4,794 98 
Received of Mrs. J . B. Cloutman, for support of 
Joanna Glidden, 80 00 
Received interest on State bonds, 480 00 
Fraction of bounty, 33 33 
Cash, in part profit on liquors, 61 00 
For overlayings, 238 04 $892 37 
,687 35 
PRESENT FINANCIAL CONDITION.—LIABILITIES. 
Due on outstanding orders, $840 53 
As interest on same, 97 93 
Several school districts, 18 44 
William L. Palmer, estimated, 35 00 
G. H. Wilson, for medical attendance, estimated, 5 00 
RESOURCES. 
In hands of Francis Shorey, Treas. and Col., $1,002 68 
Due as State school fund, estimated, 32 00 
From H. Stratton, 17 15 
W. H. McDavitt, 11 26 
$996 90 
u 
$1,063 09 
Balance in favor of the town, $66 19 
In this report, no mention is made of the-"State bonds lying in the 
hands of the Treasurer, amounting, with accrued interest, to $6,660. 
Reports oF THE SELECTMEN 
AND 
Superintending School Committee 
OF THE 
Town OF ALBION, 
For the Year ending March 1, 1871. 
V TOWN OF ALBION. 
EXPENDITURES. 
1'aid State tax, in full, $2,263 98 
County tax, " 531 00 
For support of schools, 1,324 61 
" blank books and stationery, 4 71 
" Selectmen's bills, 144 69 
" Abatements ol highway tax, 2,520 90 
money " 1869-70, 99 62 
" Francis Shorey, Treas. & Col., per centage, 75 88 
" for paying State pensions, 3 00 
Superintending School Committee, 80 50 
W. R. Skillin, Town Clerk, 8 00 
R. B. Hanson, for use of pound, 1 50 
Printing town reports of 1869, 13 00 
C. Hinds, costs and percentage in David B. 
Fuller case. 43 56 
A. Libbey, fee in D. B. Fuller case, 12 63 
Making and repairing roads, 109 17 
Plank, and repair of bridges, 48 56 
J . A. Ewer, land damage, 10 00 
E. O Fowler, for erecting monuments, 1 50 
Blacksmith's bill, 15 53 
Repairing hearse, 5 00 
Jona. Moody, for damage to himself and horse, 50 00 
George C. Danfprth, damage to sleigh, 3 00 
N. B. Wood, bjflance of salary for 1869, 34 05 
H. Jaquith, for getting reports of 1869 printed, 3 50 
For building Johnson bridge, 275 00 
" " Moody " 105 00 
Interest on outstanding orders, 109 90 
Repairs on Town Farm buildings, 59 87 
" House, 13 55 
Expenses on well, 84 41 
E. Shorey, saw bill, 10 40 
Orrin Brown, for breaking snow, 1868, 2 25 
TOWN OFFICERS' BILLS. 
A. H. Hammond, Selectman and Assessor, $62 40 
" cash expenses as same, 
James Whitaker, same offices, 
W. R. Skillin, 
William L. Palmer, S..S. Committee, estimated, 
Llewellyn Libbey, " 
Dennis G. Mudgett, " 
William R. Skillin, Town Clerk, 
Francis Shorey, Collector and Treasurer, 
Samuel H. Bradstreet, Auditor, 
2 50 
34 95 
44 84 
I  35 00 
27 50 
18 00 
8 00 
75 88 
1 00 
$310 07 
SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
TOWN FARM. 
Inventory of Stock, Produce and Provisions on Farm. March 1,1871. 
2 oxen, $125 ; 4 cows, £170.; 2 three-year-olds, $85, $380 00 
1 two-year-old, $30 ; 23 sheep, $81 ; 2 swine, $20, 131 00 
15 bush, barley, $12.75 ; 5 do. oats, $4 ; 2 do. peas, $3, 19 75 
12 hens ; 100 bush, potatoes, 875 ; 16 do. corn, $19. 94 00 
•
r4 bush, beans, $13.25 ; 48 lbs. dried apples, $4, 17 25 
3 bbls. soap, $12 ; 1J bbl. vinegar, $15 ; 2-5 bbl flour, $3.75. 30 75 
3 casks cider, $12 ; 245 lbs. pork, $49 ; 20 lbs. butter, $6, 67 00 
3S lbs. lard, $7.60; 16 tonshav, $224 ; 2M hemlock boards,$15, 246 60 
$986 35' 
Articles Sold from Town Farm from March 1, 187(1 to March 1, 1871. 
1 pair oxen, $200 ; 1 cow, $40 ; 3 two-year-old heifers. $95. $335 00 
2 yearling heifers, $30.50 ; 6 veal calves, 49.50. 80 00 
10 lambs.$22.50; wool, $28.35, woolskius,$7.85; pork, $63.57, 122 27 
100 bush, potatoes, $83.11 ; 330 lbs. butter, $111.83. 194 94 
Barley, $1.80 ; peas, $.75 ; seed corn, $.38 ; beef, $3.25, 6 1* 
Hay, $ 5 ; pasturing, $5.00 ; vinegar, $2.25 ; eggs, $10.20. 22 45 
Poultry, $5.90 ; ash lumber, $78.72, 84 62 
$845 46 
Am'l of stock, produce and provisions on hand Mar. 1. 1871, $986 35 
$1,831 81 
SUPPORT OF POOR IN POOR HOUSK, FROM MAR«'H 1. 1870 T<> MARCH 
1, 1871. 
Amount of Stock, Produce, Provisions, & c , on 
hand, as appraised March 1, 1«70, $1,256 90 
Paid N. B. Wood, Overseer for 11 months, 320 00 
Store bills, 130 63 
1 cow and calf, $45 ; 1 pair uxtu, $125, 170 00 
2 heifers, $35 ; 3 pigs, $12 ; blacksmith bill, 
$15 53, 62 53 
Miscellaneous, 6 25 
$1,946 31 
Balance against the Town Farm. $114 50 
SUPPORT OF POOR OUT OK POOR HOUSE. 
Cynthia Davis, $40 00 
Lillian Lancaster, 3 00 
$43 00 
Total expense of poor not paid by Town Farm, $157 50 
4 T O W N OF ALBION. 
LIQDOR AGENCY. 
Net profit in cash, paid to Treasurer, $61 00 
•' liquors on hand, 39 00 
$100 00 
A. H. H A M M O N D , ) Selectmen 
J A M E S W H I T A K E R , } of 
W. R. S K I L L I N , ) Albion. 
I have examined the bills of the Selectmen for 1870-71, and find 
them properly vouched and correctly cast. 
SAMUEL H. B R A D S T R E E T , Auditor. 
S. S. COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 
DISTRICT NO. 2 . — W M . L. PALMER, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Miss Delinda Randall, of China, who has had 
much experience as a- teacher. Contrary to our expectations at the 
time of hiring her, we are not justified in calling her a first-rate 
teacher. Miss Randall is energetic, and maintained order, but too 
much reliance having been placed upon the text books, and a suffi-
cient explanation of the concise definitions and rules of the branches 
pursued not having been given, her pupils gained but vague and in-
distinct ideas of their studies. 
Winter Term—by Wm. L. Palmer, who as Agent, Teacher, and 
one of the Committee, claimed, and was accorded by the visiting mem-
ber the privilege of making his own report. The teacher deserves no 
* praise ; his pupils much. In neatness and intelligence, the scholars of 
this district are not excelled by any in town ; in attendance they are 
quite as remiss. There being no advanced scholars, the teacher 
aimed to teach principles, and to instruct his pupils in the rudiments ; 
with what success, let his pupils hereafter decide. In some was awak-
ened a love of research too seldom manifested ; others deemed it 
derogatory to their standing as scholars to study fundamental rules. 
DISTRICT NO. : ! . — T H O S . WORTHEN, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Mrs. John Copeland, nee Miss S. J . Worthen, 
then residing in the district. Wisely departing from the humdrum 
routine so prevalent in town schools, this experienced teacher chose 
the golden mean between two distinct methods of teaching ; in one of 
which pupils are compelled to think too closely ; in the other do no 
thinking whatever. At both visits the order was good, and the school 
room neat and cleau. The closing exercises of the term were inter-
esting and proved that the term had been profitable. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 5 
Winter Term—by E. E. Wiggin, of Albion. At our first visit we 
found this school in excellent condition. Mr. W. had a very pleasant 
school. The right feeling to secure good improvement seemed te exist 
between teacher add scholars. At our last visit we had a thorough 
examination, and we must say that the school made the best appear-
ance of any we visited in town. 
DISTRICT NO. 4 .—DENNIS G. MUDGETT, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Miss Lizzie Jones, of Unity. "We found this 
school in good condition at our first visit, and the scholars seemed to 
be interested in their studies. At our last visit we met several of the 
parents. The afternoon passed off very pleasantly to all present. 
Miss Jones is a fine scholar, and we think she taught a good school. 
Winter Term— by Mr. G. J . Nelson, of Alna. This teacher pos-
sesses superior qualifications for his business. Under his charge his 
pupils made good improvement. He speaks highly of the school as 
being easily managed. A multiplicity of classes imposed upon him 
great labor, for which we alone are culpable. In justice to the teacher 
and his pupils also, the Sixth Reader and certain mathematical works 
should not have been used. 
DISTRICT NO. 5.—SAMUE:, WARREN, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Miss Callie F . Bradstreet, who is one of our 
beet teachers. At our first visit we found the order good and every-
thing in its proper place. At our last visit we were met by quite a 
number of the parents, who seemed deeply interested in the examina-
tion, which showed that Miss B . had done her duty. 
Winter Term—by E. O. Howard, of Winslow. At our first visit 
we found the order poor, and the condition of the school in other res-
pects far from promising. We made some suggestions, and left him, 
proposing to visit him again. Soon after, charges were preferred 
against him by some of the district, but we found them insufficient to 
warrant us in discharging him. At the close of the term we found 
the attendance small and advancement not very good. 
DISTRICT NO. 6 .—GEO. SHORET, AGENT-. 
Summer Term—by Miss Hattie Shorey, of Albion. This teacher, 
though rejected on her first application, was afterwards accepted, she 
having applied a second time. If she has acquired a reputation as a 
good teacher, far be it from us to detract therefrom ; but we think our 
first impressions were correct. No teacher whose education is super-
ficial, and who lacks force of character, can be profitably employed in 
the school-room, even at the lowest wages. 
Winter Term—by Mr. E. E. Wiggin, of Albion, an experienced 
and successful teacher. Though somewhat "rusty," as he frankly 
confessed, he stands high among the best of teachers. The united 
efforts of all the pupils in this school to create disorder, would hardly 
prove effectual, for the school is very small. The term was of but 
seven weeks' duration. 
6 T O W N OF ALBION. 
D I S T R I C T NO. 7 .—JOHN LIBBEY, Agent. 
No Summer Term. 
Winter Term—by Llewellyn Libbey, one of the Committee. This 
school was visited but once, at which the order was excellent, and it 
is only necessary to add that Mr. L. fully sustained his reputation as 
a teacher. 
DISTRICT NO. 8.—LLEWELLYN LIBBEY, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Miss Sarah Snell, of China. Miss Snell is an 
old teacher, and we consider her one of the best. The order in this 
school was good, (some thoHght a little too good,) but we shall find 
no fault with it. Her pupils showed at our -last visit that they had 
had a good drill. We are well satisfied with the school. 
Winter Term—by Llewellyn Libbey. Considering the advantages 
enjoyed by the scholars of this district, they are extremely backward. 
Some of the smaller evinced a good degree of interest and learned 
well; some of the larger seemed to be asleep ; we do not think they 
will wake until the last trump is sounded. We will call the progress 
of this school fair. 
DISTRICT NO. 9.—No Ageut. 
Summer Term—by Miss Abbie M. Kidder, of Albion. We were 
well pleased with the appearance of this school at our first visit. The 
school bore a good examination at the close, and we do not hesitate 
to call it a good school, although some of the district were dissatisfied. 
We think it would take two teachers to satisfy all. 
Winter Term—by Miss Annie F . Palmer, of Albion. Miss P . is 
a good scholar, and we think she is perfectly adapted to teaching. 
This, school prospered finely under her instruction, and we are happy 
to call her A No. 1. 
DISTRICT NO. 10. . 
Summer Term—by Miss Mary Kidder, of Albion, who is an ex-
perienced teacher. The examination at the close showed that good 
progress had been made. Miss K. understands her business. 
Winter Term—by D. B. Fuller, J r . In thus school we found the 
attendance and improvement good. With more experience, Mr. F . 
will make a good teacher. 
DISTRICT NO. 11.—GUSTAVUS ABBOTT, Agent. 
For this district, heretofore somewhat unfortunate in its teachers, 
we endeavored to hire an experienced teacher, but withrut success. 
Summer Term—Was taught by Miss Carrie L. Hatch, ofWinslow. 
Better order, and more nearly correct ideas of a teacher's duty would 
have guaranteed her perfect success. This school is small and back-
ward. Considering the length of the term, we think Miss Hatch's 
pupils made fair improvement. Would it not be better for this district 
to have but one term each year? 
Winter Term—by Miss Abbie M. Kidder, with good success. 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 7 
DISTRICT NO. 12.—PARDON BESSET, Agent. 
No Summer Term. 
Winter Term—by Mr. Charles Drake, of Albion, a teacher of some 
experience, but not quite thorough enough in some branches. Thi» 
school is very small; the girl's side of the house is not crowded. Or-
der at first visit not what it should have been. A violent storm pre-
vailing at our last visit, but few were present. Improvement fair. 
DISTRICT ftO. 13 .—RUEL SHOREY, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Ab:ie M. Kidder, of Albion. This school, 
having closed unexpectedly to him whose duty it was to visit it, was 
visited but once. We cannot state more, than that, at the beginning 
of the term, the school gave promise of being profitable. 
DISTRICT NO. 14.—ELIAS FOWLER, Agent. 
Summer Term—by Miss Annie Fowler, of Unity. Miss Fowler 
is a good scholar. At our first visit the school was orderly; at the 
close of the term the order was not quite up to the mark. Miss Fow-
ler's pupils, we think, made fair improvement. 
Winter Term—by Miss Mary Kidder. The school at the beginning 
bade fair to be a profitable one. At the close we found the stove badly 
broken, the room filled with smoke, and were informed that this state 
of affairs had existed for six weeks. Neither order nor progress 
could be expected. Where was the Agent? 
The Superintending School Committee of Albion, having performed 
to the best of their ability, the duties enjoined upon them bylaw, sub-
mit the foregoing report. Previous to the enactment of the law re-
quiring school committees to hire teachers, the entire control of school 
affairs was virtually in the hands of the committee ; under the new 
law the power of committees became absolute, and the law, if districts 
have any rights peculiar to themselves, an infringement upon those 
rights. School agents have been bitterly reproached with having 
caused the present low condition of our schools, and have been made 
scapegoats for the negligence and failure of committees to do their 
duty. Their duty is, to reject all unworthy applicants for schools. 
Having such an opinion of the new law, and of one of the chief argu-
ments of those who foisted the law upon us, we nevertheless resolved, 
by complying with its letter and spirit, to give it a fair tr ial; this we 
claimed to have done, and to have failed to discover wherein it it 
superior to the old system. At the first examination of teachers, of 
which due notice was given, a large proportion of those who applied 
for schools was rejected ; all for good and sufficient reasons. This 
course, pursued so far as possible throughout the year, as we expected, 
brought maledictions upon our heads, and made the chairman of the 
board the recipient of several delectable epistles, the writers of which, 
in bad French, worse Latin, and execrable English, berated him 
soundly. " A continual dropping in a very rainy day, and a conten-
tious woman, are alike." 
8 TOWN O F ALBION. 
The amount raised last year for the maintenance of schools, was 
less than was required by law. To have good schools necessitates the 
employment of good teachers ; these demand good wages, and, unless 
they can obtain good wages here, will seek them elsewhere ; hence it 
is necessary to raise more money, or be content with short or poor 
schools. 
Many scholars in town have been inexcusably tardy, and otherwise 
irregular in attendance during the past year ; to correct this great and 
increasing evil, most destructive to the well-being of a school, some 
measures should be at once adopted; if parents will not realize the 
necessity of punctual and regular attendance, as a last resort let such 
attendance, subject of course to certain limitations, be made compul-
sory. We think that the interest of parents for the welfare of our 
town schools is not wholly dead, though but little is manifested, and 
that legislation upon such matters should be deferred as long as possible. 
The members of the board who taught in town, have written each 
his own report; have received for their services no more than teachers 
of similar schools; and have not paid to others higher wages in order 
to receive more themselves. In reporting the several schools we have 
tried to be impartial. Of our acts and words during the past year, 
we have nothing to regret nor retract. 
Although we haye disagreed in regard to certain matters of minor 
importance, we unanimously advocate the election of a Supervisor, 
and by means of the law empowering towns to decide who shall hire 
teachers, a return to the old system, hoping that, the period of agitation 
of school affairs having passed, true reform may be inaugurated. 
WM. L. P A L M E R , j Superintending 
L L E W E L L Y N LIBBEY, [ School Committee 
D E N N I S G. M U D G E T T , ) of Albion. 
T. A. Chick, Printer, Augusta, Me. 
